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on the west by Dharapuram, on the south by the Madura and Trichi-
nopoly districts, and on the east by the Cauvery and the Kulitalai
taluk of Trichinopoly.

The taluk is an open undulating plain with no hills and only a few
rocky extrusions of insignificant size. It is of the regular Coimbatore
type, the bulk of it being poor uplands with fertile bottoms and good
wet lands along the borders of the river.

The total area is 575 square miles.

The taluk shares in the three rivers Cauvery, Amardvati and Noyil;
the Cauvery, which is its eastern boundary, feeds three good channels;
the Amaravati traverses it from the south-west, and debouches into the
Cauvery at the eastern extremity of the taluk, supplying nine channels
within the taluk limits; the N6yil is its northern boundary, but is
useless to it for irrigation, except by the Pugalur channel, which crosses
the Noyil by an anicut just above its junction with the Cauvery. The
Cauvery is not embanked in this taluk below Vdngal, and as the surface
of the country is little above its ordinary full level, floods cause con-
siderable damage by the sand which they deposit on the wet lands fed
by the Nerur channel. The banks of the Amaravati in this taluk are
fortunately low, so that there is no difficulty in irrigating the lands
bordering the river by anicuts and korambus, which are temporary
dams of sand and brushwood in the bed of the river (ride " Irriga-
tion"), The banks of the Noyil are high and steep, while its floods
are very intermittent, so that it cannot be utilized by anicuts or
korambus, and even baling is little resorted to. There are no consi-
derable jungle streams except the Kodugandr and Nanganji, which,
running from the south, fall into the Amardvati above Karur town.

The climate is less oppressive than Erode, though very hot from
March to June, after which time it is tempered by the south-west
winds, and, at Karur itself, by the irrigation of the surrounding lands.

The soils are of the usual gneissose and quartzose character, with
beds of limestone, nodular or agglomerated; towards the south, near
Vellianei, Aravakurohi, etc., the surface is little but hard kankar, which,
however, produces fair crops. "White quartz crops up in many places,
especially on the road from P6galur to Karur; a dark grey gneiss
(karunkal) of superior quality is quarried about three miles south-west
of Karur, and is in considerable demand for temples and public works
even in other districts, which are supplied by rail with pillars, slabs,
and square paving stones both cheap and indestructible.

Soils are either red or grey, the former being ferruginous and the
latter calcareous; there is no black soil; 7 per cent, of the dry land
is classed as red loam and 93 per cent, as red sand; in wet lands about
98 per cent, is red loam and 2 per cent, red sand. The soil of the
dry lands is generally inferior, but owing to a rainfall usually more
regular and abundant, the crops are not inferior to those of Erode,
Bhavdni, PaUadam,.and Coimbatore.